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HOW  lAHD  HiTlOSiLlSiTIOH  Will 
BEHEFIT  H0D5EH0LDERS,  IIBODRERS, 

ABB  MECHAHICS. 

Bv  ALFRED  R.  WALLACE,  LL.D.,  F.R.G.S.. 

President  of  the  Land  Nationalisation  Society. 

„ Is  i.  .0  be  credited  that  this  c—Se-lr^^^ 
tailed  into  each  other,  replaced  by  a thousand  miasms— 

the  healthy  smell  of  J jg  ^^e  normal  condition  of  beings  born 

is  it,  I say,  to  be  ^nd  pure  air,  with  an  intelligent  eye  for 

with  natural  cravings  for  activity  a p . requiring  to  be  exercised, 

hire’s  manhold  P-^ur^  bod^  .gainst  us.  All 

no  less  than  heads  ? The  v^y  ne^  accumulates  on-not  o 

manure  was  meant  direct  y j^ust  probably 

pollute  our  streams  ^^f/J^J^ture  The  soil  Ld  terrestrial  space  are  not 
always  be,  are  abscesses  of  ^ture  t on- 

roTe‘iSr™ISed*in'|  the  vadety  of  wholesome  sights,  sounds,  and 

odours  they  afford  us.  - 

T of  Individuals  being  Landlords  and  Nations 

Te»°utt.*'’BfSeS'CKM 

T T is  a common  but  niistaken  noM 

i Land  will  only  ^'cec Uy 

to  be  farmers,  while  mos  therefore  propose  to  show 

and  remotely  >’?"  the  three 

;tLs®r,ne“abot:^d:Thro^  them,  on  the  whole  conr- 

munity. 
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Tlie  great  majority  of  men  are  householders,  and  those 
who  live  in  towns,  especially,  suffer  many  evils  which  are 
diref  tly  due  to  the  system  of  landlordism.  Most  town  houses 
are  1 >adly  built  and  inconvenient,  with  insufficient  light  and 
air,  )ften  packed  together  in  narrow  slices  back  to  back,  or 
sque  ezed  into  gloomy  courts  by  the  greed  of  landlords  and 
spectators,  in  order  to  get  the  greatest  possible  number  of 
cheap  houses  on  the  least  possible  quantity  of  leasehold  land. 
Owi  ig  to  the  land  monopoly  that  pervades  the  whole  country, 
peoi  le  are  driven  to  live  in  these  houses  at  exorbitant  rents, 
and  are  subject  to  a continual  increase  of  these  rents  whenever 
fron  any  cause  the  neighbourhood  is  improved.  A new 
street,  or  a public  park,  or  a line  of  railway,  is  the  occasion 
of  a general  raising  of  rents  to  benefit  landlords  who  do  not 
contribute  a penny  to  their  construction.  If  a man  has  a 
leas  J of  his  house,  he  is  forced  at  the  end  of  it  to  give  it  up  to 
his  1 andlord,  without  compensation  for  the  improvements  he 
ma}  have  made,  or  he  is  only  allowed  to  renew  it  at  an  increased 
rent,  besides  doing  expensive  repairs  and  decorations,  and 
ofte  \ paying  a heavy  fine  ; and  he  is  bound  to  accept  these 
terms  or  be  turned  out,  which  to  a tradesman  with  a local 
connection  often  means  ruin.  Owing  to  houses  having  been 
aim  ist  all  built  by  speculators  to  sell  at  a profit,  few  persons 
can  find  a house  such  as  they  would  like,  but  are  forced  to 
takt  whatever  they  can  get. 

IS  ow  the  immediate  effect  of  Nationalisation  will  be  that 
every  man  will  be  able  to  escape  this  organised  system  of 
plunder  and  annoyance,  by  becoming  the  owner  of  his  house 
and  premises  on  the  easiest  terms.  Suppose  him  to  be  a 
trac  esman,  shopkeeper,  or  other  householder  in  a large  town, 
occupying  a house  on  3 yearly  tenancy,  or  having  a short 
lease.  The  ground  rent  now  payable  to  the  ground  landlord 
will  henceforth  be  paid  to  the  State  by  the  occupier,  just  as 
he  now  pays  his  income  tax.  The  house  and  premises  will 
be  j airly  valued,  and  if  the  occupier  cannot  raise  money  to 
pur:hase  them  at  once,  arrangements  will  be  made  by  which 
the  Municipality  will  become  the  owner,  and  will  either  let  it 
to  1 im  with  the  option  of  purchase,  or  will  allow  him  to  pay 
for  t by  means  of  a terminable  annuity,  as  is^  now  done  by 
building  societies,  but  extending  over  a longer  period,  so  that  the 
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total  rent  he  will  pay  will  hardly  exceed  the  rent  he  has  hitherto  paid 
to  his  landlord.  Every  year’s  rent  thus  paid  will  give  him  a 
property  in  the  house,  which  property  will  be  transferable  or 
saleable  at  any  time  ; and  he  will,  after  the  first  year  or  two, 
be  virtually  the  owner,  and  able  to  make  any  additions  or  im- 
provements with  as  much  confidence  as  if  it  was  his  own 
freehold.  When  the  value  of  the  house  is  finally  paid,  he  will 
be  in  the  position  of  a perpetual  leaseholder  from  the  State, 
at  a ground  rent  subject  to  revision  along  with  all  other  rents 
(but  never  separately)  about  three  times  in  a century. 

^ This  is  surely  a great  and  immediate  benefit  which  almost 

every  householder  will,  sooner  or  later,  receive.  But  we  must 
also  take  into  consideration  that,  just  in  proportion  as  the 
whole  land  of  the  country  comes  into  possession  of  the  State, 
and  the  annuities  given  in  lieu  of  it  drop  off  by  the  death  of 
the  annuitants,*  all  State  taxes  will  be  diminished  and  will 
ultimately  be  totally  abolished  ; and  among  the  fiist  to  go 
r will  be  those  vexatious  interferences  with  trade  caused  by 

'i  the  Excise  and  Customs  duties  ; so  that,  besides  the  freedom 

^ I and  security  of  being  owner  of  hts  own  house,  he  will  be  directly 

benefited  by  greatly-reduced  taxation  and  complete  freedom 
in  his  business.  He  will  also  derive  important  indirect  benefits, 
as  will  be  shown  further  on. 

The  Effects  of  Nationalisation  on  the  Labourer  and 
* Mechanic  in  Rural  Districts The  greatest  want  of  the 
labourer  and  mechanic  living  in  the  country  or  m small  towns 
j is  to  be  able  to  get  an  acre  or  two  of  land  at  a fair  rent  and 

in  secure  possession,  so  that  he  may  build  a workshop  or  a 
cottage  upon  it  if  he  likes,  and  be  free  from  all  interference 
by  landlord,  agent,  or  lawyer.  For  want  of  this  many  a man 
struggles  vainly  to  earn  an  honest  living,  and  when  work  for 
wages  is  slack  is  forced  to  be  idle,  though  land  that  would 
well  reward  the  labourer  is  lying  half  cultivated  all  around 

Now,  an  essential  part  of  our  scheme  of  Land  Nationalisa- 
tion is,  that  every  man  can  claim  as  a right  (once  in  his  life) 
to  have  such  a piece  of  land  allotted  him,  at  its  fair  agricul- 
tural value;  and,  further,  that  he  shall  not  be  obliged  to  take 
any  piece  of  land  however  unsuitable  it  may  be  to  him,  but 

^ * Vide  Postcript,  p.  7. 


-;7:^nwr>rv?i;x 

sue  h a right  is  given  to  ou  p p ^ nationalisation  ; f 

extent  the  monopoly  ot  the  non,  even  u it  will  be 

for  farms  will  be  sold  or  •“  small  plots  of 

nooody's  interest  to  sell  the  tenant  | ■ j,,,^tion  is  to  be 

l"ifaU^:^lr;Vn:turh^[T^^^^^ 

has  ya  bLn  pointed  on? °ffJ£“,";;iYhe1ar“e 

:°rhTv?htttrto'nS  the  p“:  ' 

in  Ite  vicinity  of  towns  the  n^tticipaldies  shouM  have  the 
pc  wer  of  buying  alUhe  agricultural  land  that  there  may 

dt  mand  for  by  the  inhabitants.  which  no  ' 

The  prospect  of  having  such  a plot 

landlord  can  turn  him  out,  a P - farmer  in 

will  be  as  secure  and  independent  as  any  q 

tl  e country,  nut  ^b\  ^iH  enough  money 

si.ving.  Every  shilling  \m  P tenant-right,  which 

lan^  wm  bTa^very  trilling  sum  and  perhaps 

t,  bmld  a"hut  or  snfl  cottage  to  begin 

c iltural  labourer  could  take  such  a piec  . cottage 

1 ; years  old,  and  could  save  “°«gh  to  bu dd  a smaU  cott^^^^^ 

a ad  be  able  to  marry  by  the  bm®  h®  ■'  , ? J;  jjn.g  . and 

V ould  be  cultivated  and  but  would  be 

days  out  of  work  would  no  as  n ^^yich,  added  to 

saent  on  his  own  property,  the  p ,.„5„ectable  sura.  He 
his  wages,  would  soon  mount  up  to  a i.spectaDie 


could  grow  vegetables,  or  SrhC^^ 

pLdent  Than  h^L"  posTbTy  b®  "ow.  "°hep 

kept  down  to  the  present  Ind  must  work  for 

fLueu  the  *ofga“Ta^^^^^  rent  paid 

for  the  same  kind  of  land  by  the  fanner  witn  f 

on  It  built  out  of  his  own  Jare  the 

country  as  high  as  they  are  X strength  of  the 

English  labourer  would  be  ‘ace  audits  weak- 

country,  instead  of  being^  as^^^^ . ^ S^jj^  benefited;  for 

ness.  And  the  iarme  ,camDS  who  cannot  be  trusted, 

instead  of  a lot  of  ramps  and  isc^PVy  , industrious,  honest 

they  would  have  -^^‘dTa  „ooT  dly  V work  for  a good 
and  sober  men,  willing  ^ i j go  to  the  work- 

fmLTThllkiTg'nTofrar  and  in  general  taxation  would 

be  so  much  clear  gam  to  ®''®77aT  shopkeeper  would  also 
The  country  mechanic  or  / shopkeqie 

find  a piece  of  land  of  ^ „hich  a 

first  want  to  live  on  it  Jhere  are^  n^  y 

man  may  benefit  nn^wlnch  he  can  put  up  a shed, 

cash  if  he  has  land  °f  his  materials  or  keep  a donkey 

or  a workshop,  or  a ^ ^^"“Ts  are  planted  they  will 

grSo°?vrabir  Orchard  with  hardly  any  attention. 


General  Beneflts  w^^^bflLl^TeTlfits^n 

rnTiiTkekrThich  Nationalisation  wdU  give  to  ®v®ry  lyuse- 


the  free  selection  of  land  for  homes,  as  here  explained,  a large 
mass  of  our  population  who  now  live  as  weekly  tenants  in 
back  lanes  and  alleys  of  towns,  or  in  rows  of  poor  gardenless 
cot  ages  in  the  country,  whose  unoccupied  days  are  wasted 
in  seeking  work,  and  whose  evenings  and  other  spare  hours 
are  worse  than  wasted  at  the  public-house  mainly  because 
the  y have  no  profitable  means  of  occupying  them— will  be- 
come the  permanent  occupiers  of  healthy  homes,  anci  large 
proiUicers  of  food.  These  people  will  then  earn  (in  addition  to 
their  regular  wages)  the  many  millions  now  paid  to  foreigners 
for  imported  eggs,  poultry,  bacon,  apples,  potatoes,  and  other 
art  clcs,  which  every  cottager  with  an  acre  or  two  of  land 
will  produce  in  his  spare  time  with  the  help  of  his  family  , 
and  all  this  extra  money  will  be  spent  in  the  country,  mostly 
on  lome  manufacturers,  and  will  thus  benefit  all  other  classes 

of  abourers  and  shopkeepers. _ 

i3ut  again,  the  free  selection  of  land  for  dwellings  will 
inc  uce  thousands  of  persons  to  reside  in  the  country  who  are 
no  V compelled  to  live  in  towns.  Every  village  will  at  once 
begin  a process  of  natural  growth,  and  this  increased  popu- 
lation of  the  country  will  afford  outlets  for  thousands  of  shop- 
keepers, mechanics  and  others  who  now  crowd  our  towns^  in 
rui  nous  competition.  This  outflow  of  the  congested  population 
of  uhe  towns  will  help  those  that  remain  in  many  ways.  It 
wi  1 at  once  lower  the  rent  of  houses,  raise  wages,  and  also 
raise  profits  in  all  trades  by  the  diminution  of  competition  ; 
wl  ile  all  will  benefit  by  the  diminution  and  final  abolition  of 
dll  ect  taxes  and  of  Customs  and  Excise  duties  by  the 
sa  /mg  of  the  cost  of  millions  of  paupers,  who  will  become 
seT-siipporting  and  the  creators  of  wealth  by  the  great 
increase  of  the  general  wealth  owing  to  several  millions  of 
hands  being  employed  in  producing  food  during  hours  and 
days  now  wasted— by  the  enormous  saving  owing  to  the 
di] ninution  of  drunkenness  and  crime  that  will  inevitably 
follow  (as  it  always  has  followed)  the  free  use  of  land  by  the 
people_and  lastly,  by  the  great  economy  and  the  benefit  to 
health  of  the  production  of  food  for  consumption  m the  im- 
mediate neighbourhood  of  the  producer,  instead  of 
carrying  it  some  hundreds  of  miles  into  a great  town  and 
th^re  re-distributing  it  to  the  country,  which  the  present 
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system  of  exclusively  large  farms  necessitates — a series  ol 
savings  which,  combined,  will  constitute  an  enormous  gain, 
affecting,  not  a few  individuals  only,  but  every  householder 
throughout  the  land.  These  great  benefits  will  directly 
follow  Nationalisation  as  proposed  by  our  Society,  and  they 
serve  to  indicate  the  enormous  magnitude  of  the  evils 
produced  by  the  Monopoly  of  the  Land. 


[Postcript. — Acting  on  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Wallace,  made  since  this 
tract  was  written,  the  Land  Nationalisation  Society  has  approved  of  the 
method  of  compensation  by  means  of  State  Land  Bonds  redeemable  at 
par. 

57,  Charing  Cross,  S.W.,  August,  1887.] 
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qD  nationalisation  SOCIETY', 

nffirp  • 57  CHARING  CROSS,  S.W.  „txtixt 

ature  Depot:  5,  kENEJETTA^STEEM,_C^NT  GARDEN. 

, affirm  that  the  STATENS  the  LAND  in  trust  for  each  • 
, .estfr^W^lu- their  natural  right  to  use  and  enjoy  their 
, oht^f  for  nation  the  revenu^deri^om  its  LAND. 

„._PRANCiS^L.^«^.S^ 

lion.  Assistant  Secretary-Q.  A.  WllSlJuai- 

a comparison  of^the  sy^t^em^of  " 
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Mechaiiics(A.  a.  Wallace)  ^ ^ 

The  Why  and  How  of  ^a^  N „ p W.  Newman) 1»{, 

'JSo “'*.rpeS»T!n Kd ;:  ::  ::  ::  «-o 

He  Grent  Land  a»‘ by  ki.'  Samiel  Smith,  Jt.P.,  entitled 

;;  1 • 

•.'.  'liriooi  2 0 

.-Six  pomts  of  the  PMP'^"';  Ho«»  of  cimmon.)  nffl™*"! 

■-“SSSenS  pri.Sp.'f^of  Permanent  State  Soyerelgrr.y  oyer  Land.  ^ , 

••  •■  ;;  pl^loo  II 

■:':  ■;■;  ::  •'“••  T 

rrammes  of  tbe  S^iety..  ••  g 

1,‘l-TgKndinVs^^^^^^  ::  ;;  ::  ’per  dot.  s 

.r  Land”  (F.  L.  So^r)  ..  •.  “ ^ kid  be  done  with  it  (P.  L. 

dlordism,  what  it  is,  what  it  does,  and  wn ^ 

„ roo^oT^ii'ls,"  a'uact'fo,  to-day  (Vindex)  ■■ 
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